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Office of the General Counsel ClMS 485-13-65 
Chrysler Corporation 

September 11, 1996 

Via UPS Next Dav Air 

Joseph Cosentino, OSC 
Removal Action Branch 
Emergency and Remedial Response Division 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, Region II 
2890 Woodbridge Avenue 
Edison, NJ 08837 

Re: Bayonne Barrel & Drum Site - Response to § 104(e) Request for Information 

Dear Mr. Cosentino: 

This letter responds to the August 13, 1996 § 104(e) Request for Information. Chrysler 
Corporation's Office of the General Counsel received that letter on August 20, 1996. 

Chrysler Corporation reserves the right to object to the Request for Information, insofar 
as it requests information beyond the scope allowed by § 104(e) of CERCLA, and to the extent 
that it seeks information protected by the attorney-client privilege, the attorney work product 
doctrine, and/or seeks information that was prepared or collected in anticipation of litigation. 

Over the years, Chrysler Corporation (Chrysler) and its former divisions and subsidiaries 
employed thousands of people, many of whom have worked at numerous facilities. In conducting 
its business, Chrysler created various documents that have been kept in many different locations 
and may have frequently been moved from location to location as employees changed jobs. 
Accordingly, Chrysler cannot represent that this response provides all the information that could 
possibly exist; rather, the response reflects the information obtained before this date by Chrysler's 
Office of the General Counsel pursuant to a reasonable and duly diligent search and investigation. 

RESPONSE TO REQUEST FOR INFORMATION 

1. The correct legal name of respondent is Chrysler Corporation. Chrysler Corporation's 
world headquarters is located at 1000 Chrysler Drive, Auburn Hills, MI 48326-2766. Additional 
information about Chrysler Corporation may be obtained by accessing Chrysler's home page on 
the world wide web, http :\\www. chryslercorp.com. 

1000 Chrysler Drive 
Auburn Hills Ml 48326-2766 



2. Following a reasonable and duly diligent search, Chrysler's Office of the General Counsel 
was unable to conclude that it ever conducted business with Bayonne Barrel & Drum. As 
indicated above, Chrysler is a large Corporation with records located in many different facilities. 
Searching each Chrysler facility is not practical. In an effort to limit the number of Chrysler 
facilities, a telephone call was placed to the Bayonne Barrel and Drum Hotline on August 27, 
1996 and a second call was placed on September 4, 1996. Donna Murphy of EPA called Chrysler 
on September 10, 1996 but was unable to assist Chrysler in narrowing the number of Chrysler 
facilities where document searches would be conducted. 

Chrysler's Office of the General Counsel did, however, conduct the following record 
searches in an attempt to establish its connection with the site: 

• Procurement and Supply Department (located in Auburn Hills. Michigan^ - The only 
record located was an index card stating that Bayonne Barrel & Drum Co. was issued 
Chrysler supplier code 18998. That supplier code was reassigned to a different supplier in 
1978. Therefore, Bayonne Barrel & Drum could not have been a Chrysler supplier after 
1978. The fact that supplier code was reassigned to a different supplier indicates either 
that no business was ever conducted with Bayonne Barrel & Drum or that no business was 
conducted with that company for many years prior to 1978. 

Obtaining a Chiysler supplier code is the first step required to bid on a Chrysler project. 
The mere issuance of a supplier code does not by itself indicate that Bayonne Barrel & Drum ever 
conducted business with Chrysler. 

• Corporate Accounts Payable Department (located in Sterling Heights. Michigan) - No 
records of payments to Bayonne Barrel & Drum were located. Corporate Accounts 
Payable records date back approximately ten years. 

3. No person with knowledge of Bayonne Barrel & Drum Co. was located. 

4. The following persons were consulted in responding to this Request for Information: 

• Dorothea Trocino - Supplier Records, Procurement & Supply Department. Ms. 
Trocino had no knowledge of Bayonne Barrel & Drum Co. 

• Rene Brooks - Corporate Accounts Payable Department - Mr. Brooks had no 
knowledge of Bayonne Barrel & Drum Co. 

• Tony York - Buyer, Procurement & Supply Department - Mr. York along with 
Daniel Nowak, had the responsibility of buying and selling barrels for Chrysler. 
Neither Mr. York nor Mr. Nowak remembers conducting business with Bayonne 
Barrel & Drum Co. 

5. All insurance policies and indemnification agreements will be made available for inspection 
and copying to the extent those documents become relevant to this inquiry. 



6. Chrysler's Office of the General Counsel knows of no other document which is relevant 
to this inquiry. 

7. Following a reasonably diligent investigation, Chrysler's Office of the General Counsel has 
no knowledge of disposal activities at the site. 

If you have any questions, please feel free to telephone James D. Bloom at (810) 512-
4032. 

Very truly yours, 

Lynn Y. Buhl 
Senior Staff Counsel 

Enclosure 
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